
THE JUDGES

Hosted by: Amanda Patrizi, 
Bill Bowman, & Jenny Baker

Valentine’s Day is approaching. The classy collegiate will 
be looking to get a little wine, light a few candles and woo 
their partner to Barry White. The wine of choice for the 
budget baller is Franzia. The mass produced behemoth 
is cheap and easy to drink. Study Breaks wanted to know 
if Franzia can stand up to the high priced competition. 

To keep it fair, we picked four Chardonnay box wines, Bota 
Box, Franzia, Angel Juice and Black Box. We poured them 
into the wine glasses and told the judges to describe and rate 
each, on a scale of 1 to 10. The judges did not know which 
wine was Franzia and which the high priced alternative. 

FACE-OFF
WHAT IS THE BEST BOX WINE?
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Sara Tobia, 21
Hometown: Beaumont
Major: Marketing 
Sara drinks wine sev-
eral times a month, 
with her favorite va-
riety being Moscato 
d’Asti. She believes 
that her well tuned 
taste buds will qualify 
her to pick out the best 
wine of the bunch.

Stefan Alamia, 21
Hometown: Austin
Major: Biology 
Stefan rarely drinks wine, 
but claims his sense of 
taste is superior to other 
humans. With con� dence 
like that, who are we to 
disagree? When he is 
not working out his taste 
buds, he enjoys jamming 
out and exercising. 

Amanda Miller, 22
Hometown: Ft. Worth
Major: Geography 
Amanda enjoys a glass 
of wine once or twice 
a week, especially 
while watching epi-
sodes of Teen Mom. 
She claims that her 
plethora of wine glass-
es prove her adeptness 
at judging wines.

Jason Harvey, 21
Hometown: El Paso
Major:  Media 
Communications 
Jason isn’t a huge 
wine fan, but he 
has a discerning pal-
ette. In his free time, 
he enjoys throwing 
Frisbee with his bros 
and selling houses. 
His favorite wine is 
the Sutter Home White 
Zinfandel. 

Ashley Trevino, 21
Hometown: Sinton
Major: Apparel Design 
Ashley is a fashionista 
with a taste for the bub-
bly. She lives by the mot-
to, “Class. Class. Class.” 
and that will serve her 
well in this classy tast-
ing. When she is not 
sampling the vino, Ash-
ley enjoys underwater 
basket weaving. the Sutter Home White 

Zinfandel. 
basket weaving.

THE WINE APPEARANCE AROMA TASTE SCORES TOTALS

Take a small sip to let it hit the tongue. Roll it 
around in your mouth. Determine if its thick or soft, 
note the subtle � avors of the wine. For white wine, 
it might be a citrus, berry or tropical � avor. After 
drinking the wine, assess how long the � avor lin-
gers and if it has a good aftertaste.

Tilt the wine away from you to ob-
serve the color and clarity of the 
wine. Use a white background to 
distinguish the different hues. Is 
it watery or thick? Translucent or 
opaque? Pale yellow or straw-like?

APPEARANCE

Swirl the wine in the glass to allow oxy-
gen to penetrate the wine and analyze its 
aromatic properties. Do you smell oak or 
citrus? The aroma is a good indicator of 
quality. Stick your nose down in the glass 
to get the full effect.

AROMA TASTE

Bota Box: $16.99 
for 3 Liters

Black Box: $22.99 
for 3 liters

Franzia: $15.99 
for 5 liters

Angel Juice: $19.99
for 3 liters

“dehydrated pee”

“apple juice’s cousin”

“lemon juice”

“golden butter”

“early morning sunrise”

“apple juice’s sister”

“deceptive, radioactive”

“champagne mist”

“apple cider”

“pretentious”

“grape alcohol”

“stings”

“men’s bathroom”

“Steel Reserve”

“slutty”

“a little skanky”

“like a hangover”

“like Valentine’s alone”

“old farmyard”

“dry � ngernail polish”

“dark chocolate”

“worse the more 
you drink”

Ashley: 3.5 

Sara: 3.75

Amanda: 4 

Stefan: 4.5

Jason: 5

Ashley: 1

Sara: 2

Amanda: 3 

Stefan: 2.3

Jason: 4.6

Ashley: 3

Sara: 5

Amanda: 6.5 

Stefan: 6

Jason: 5

Ashley: 0

Sara: 5

Amanda: 5 

Stefan: 4

Jason: 5

4.15

2.58

5.1

3.4

“like someone cheating”

“Pauly Shore’s hair”

WINNER!

The budget box wine 
bested the more expen-

sive competition. The judges were enthralled to � nd out 
that their top choice was also tops for their bank account. 
So this Valentine’s, when you bust out the Franzia, don’t let 
your sweetheart scoff, tell her it is the best of the bunch!

FRANZIA WINS!
Check out 

StudyBreaks.com 
for behind the scenes 

videos of this challenge

And the Crowd Goes Wild!


