
 
	  

Andrew Orozco can shoot the jumpers without worrying about broken rims or dirty courts, 
thanks to consistent funding for Austin’s parks. 

The quality of the facilities in the City of Austin’s parks remained consistent this year thanks to a 

small change in funding. 

The numbers appear shocking on paper however. 

In 2008, the budget for the City of Austin Parks and Recreation maintenance budget was $8.5 

million. In 2009, the budget increased 49 percent to $12.7 million. 

The actual amount of money being spent on parks maintenance did not go up this year. The 

structure of the City of Austin’s budget changed. 

Troy Houpan, operations division manager for the City of Austin Parks, described how the park 

funding structure changed. 

 “Several divisions got consolidated and the director wanted to change a few things. The actual 

amount of money given has not really changed in years. Prior to that time, the whole budget was 

separated, now it is consolidated in one location, across several districts in Austin,” Houpan said. 

Putting these different groups under the same umbrella on the budget was simply a paper change 

and did not result in any real change to money being spent.  

This fact is clear when looking at the money in the general park fund. 

The general park fund, from which the maintenance budget is part, decreased from $36.9 million 

to $35.7 million, a 3.2 percent change. 

The general park fund’s budget is enough money to buy over 170,000 see saws. 



 
	  

“The slight decrease in overall funding has been a trend in the past three years,” Houpan said. 

Victor Ovalles, public information officer for the City of Austin Parks, said that the budget for 

park maintenance goes to keeping the park operational. 

According to the City of Austin, the park maintenance budget included the daily park services, 

park outdoor improvements and repairs, mowing and weeds trimming, trail maintenance, 

emergency storm damage, park inspections, athletic field maintenance, equipment maintenance, 

playscape maintenance.  

The park maintenance budget includes basketball court maintenance as well. Patterson Park in 

East Austin has well maintained courts thanks to Austin’s generous budget. 

“It would suck if the courts were run down or covered in graffiti. Austin seems to do a good job 

maintaining the parks. I rarely see a broken rim,” Orozco said. 

Austin ranks favorable against other cities of similar sizes in funding parks. Austin’s population 

in 2009 is 757,688 and Ft. Worth’s population was 703,073. The park and community service 

fund for Ft. Worth in 2009 is $32.8 million, 8.3 percent less than Austin, despite having just 7.2 

percent less people. 

The City of Austin parks provide a haven for those seeking fun times for free in Austin. 

The parks provide funding to the Lady Bird Lake Trail, Zilker Park and many other smaller 

parks in the city limits. 

Devin Curry is an Austinite that loves enjoying the fruits of the budget and getting outdoors. 



 
	  

“I love the greenbelt. I like that you can bike from north Austin to south Austin along the creek. I 

did that a few times this past summer,” Curry said. 

Curry is glad the funding for Austin’s parks has not been affected by any budget changes or 

dramatic decreases. 

The quality of Austin’s parks should be consistent in the coming year. The general fund for parks 

is expected to rise slightly in 2010, to $36.4 million. 

 


