
Brendan Sellers has made sure to buckle his seat belt and keep his cell phone in his pocket since 
Sept. 1st. 
 
Starting Sept. 1st, Brendan Sellers and all Texas residents must comply with new laws affecting 
their driving habits. Two bills of note are House Bill 55 and House Bill 537. 
 
House Bill 55 makes it illegal to use a wireless communication device while driving in a school 
zone. House Bill 537 requires all occupants of a vehicle, no matter their age or where they are 
seated in the car, to be secured by a safety belt, according to the legislation. 

Texas Representative Leo Berman was the original sponsor of House Bill 537. Berman has been 
serving in the Texas House of Representatives, representing Tyler, since 1998. 	  

Berman explained that he originally passed the bill after witnessing children horse play in a large 
van, without seatbelts. The original bill would require children in 15 passenger vans to wear 
seatbelts. Representative Kirk Watson expanded and amended the bill to include all drivers in 
any vehicle.	  

“After the bill got amended and changed to require all passengers I was not too enthused, but 
when it came back with overwhelming support, I supported it. I also got a call from the chief of 
Police, who said that he wanted it to go through,” Berman said.	  

Texas Representative Dan Branch was the primary sponsor of House Bill 55. Branch has been 
serving in the Texas House of Representatives since 2002, representing the Dallas area.	  

Branch said that the bill was only a small step in the process of legislating cell phone use. 
Highland Park, an area in Branch’s district was the first municipality to adopt a limitation of cell 
phones in active school zones.  Soon after, over twenty cities across Texas adopted limitations in 
school zones.  

Branch said his primary reason for sponsoring the bill was to protect children. 

“With continued vigilance and enforcement of this bill, drivers will become more accustomed to 
maintaining awareness and powering down while in an active school zone,” Branch said.	  

The impetus to pursue the bill was also due in part to the recent phenomena of traffic accidents 
relating to technology use in vehicles. The Texas Department of Transportation related some 
statistics to the problem. 

“One in four crashes involves driver distraction. Drivers who use cell phones in their vehicles 
have a higher risk of collision than drivers who don’t – whether holding the phone or using a 
hands-free device,” according to the DOT website.	  

The agency responsible for ensuring the bill becomes enforced state-wide is the Texas 
Department of Public Safety. 	  



“The Texas Department of Public Safety is an agency of this state created to provide public 
safety services to those people in the state of Texas by enforcing laws, administering regulatory 
programs, managing records, educating the public, and managing emergencies, both directly and 
through interaction with other agencies,” according to their website.	  

Tela Mange, Spokesperson for the agency explained how the Texas Department of Public Safety 
will enforce the law and explained the consequences of getting caught. 	  

“House Bill 55 can only be enforced during school hours and if a sign is present alerting drivers 
of the law. There will be a fine of up to $200 for breaking the law. House Bill 537 will have a 
fine of up to $250 dollars,” Mange said.	  

Mange went on to explain that she was not aware of anyone being ticketed under House Bill 537 
yet, as there is a 90 day grace period where drivers can be excused for breaking the law. Mange 
said that there were already some individuals ticketed under House Bill 55.	  

Drivers in Texas have mixed feelings towards the new laws.	  

Farrah Graj, a new Texan and parent of one, agrees with the new laws.	  

“I have a child in school and I think that these laws will help keep kid safe,” Graj said.	  

Sellers, a longtime Texas driver has mixed feelings towards the bills.	  

“I have been lax when driving, so I have changed my driving patterns since I was told the law 
was passed,” Sellers said.	  

Regardless of public opinion, Texans will have to be a little more cautious the next time they hit 
the roads.	  

	  


