
The University of Texas Democrats’ first meeting on September 2nd proved to be a pep rally for 
senatorial candidate and Houston Mayor, Bill White. White took to the stage to rally his young 
supporters.  
 
White hopes to gain control of Senator Kay Bailey Hutchinson’s seat. Hutchinson plans on 
leaving office in spring to compete for the governorship against the incumbent, Governor Rick 
Perry. In front of throngs of Longhorn Democrats, the mayor made his pitch to the receptive 
crowd. 

“We need a senator that does right for Texas, not one who just does right for the right-wing 
party,” said White. 

The mayor went on to highlight his credentials for the job and his experience gained from being 
mayor of Houston. 

“I have been on the front line of natural disaster relief. I was there when Ike hit, as I am sure 
some of you were. I know how to react to situations like that,” said White. 

White detailed his platform. He pledged his support for women’s rights, renewable energy and 
more accessible higher education for all. The senator closed his remarks emphasizing the impact 
of having a democrat in the Senate would have not only for Texas politics, but for the nation on 
the whole. 

“We are going to change the political culture of Texas. We are going to have someone who has a 
commitment to values, social justice and environmental stewardship. The nation will look at 
Texas and see that change really is coming,” said White.  

Introducing the senator was Texas state representative Mark Strama. Strama praised the group 
for their energy and contribution to Texas politics. 

“The University of Texas Democrats drive politics in this county. You guys are rocking,” Strama 
said to a joyous crowd. 

Strama and White were joined by over a dozen other elected officials and candidates. They all 
made pitches for the organization’s support and manpower. This support has proven over the 
past years to be a key component to local and state-wide success.   

University Democrats President Mellessa Rodriguez, spoke to the assembled students and 
supporters to outline her group’s past successes and future plans.  

“Last fall, we destroyed student voting records by leading the largest Get-Out-the-Vote effort in 
the history of The University of Texas at Austin. Last spring, we launched an ambitious campus-
wide campaign to lobby the Texas Legislature for more accessible higher education and 
organized a massive student walk-out to protest a dangerous bill that would have allowed guns 
on campus,” said Rodriguez. 

The goals that the group has for this year are no less ambitious, despite the fact that it is not an 
election year. 



“We are not going to sit back and watch politics happen, we are going to get involved. We are 
going to win back the House of Representatives. We are going to keep on supporting President 
Obama and we are going to prepare for 2012,” Rodriguez said to the electrified crowd. 

The University Republicans are also keen to see that their own goals succeed in the coming year. 
University Republicans President Mark Garcia outlined his group’s objectives for the year. 

“We are primarily going to be concerned with opposing President Obama’s healthcare plan. We 
are also focused on rebuilding the party for the 2010 congressional elections. To accomplish 
these goals we will be tabling and planning awareness events for the upcoming semester,” said 
Garcia. 

To combat the republicans and advance their own agenda, University Democrats Vice President 
Andy Jones, explained the University Democrats’ specific initiatives. The initiatives include a 
lobbying trip to Washington DC, a renewed voter registration drive, protests against tuition 
increases and a fundraising program to help accomplish the objectives. The members in 
attendance were excited for the upcoming year with the University Democrats. 

“I am looking forward to this year and hope we can accomplish all our goals,” sophomore 
Bonnie Stice said. 

The event concluded with music, cheers and the promise of an after event get together at Players 
Bar and Restaurant. 


