
Julia Dawson breaks the mold when it 
comes to racecar drivers. She is defying 
the stereotypes and her detractors to 

become one of the top drivers in the NASCAR 
Whelen All-American Series. She does all of 
this while attending the University of Texas 
during the week and having a good time 
whenever she can.

Starting the Engine
Julia was not always interested in racing 
cars. Growing up, she played several sports 
and eventually became heavily involved in 
swimming. Julia competed at a statewide 
level and enjoyed being in the water, but 
during her sophomore year she threw out 
her shoulder. After an extensive rehab, Julia 
returned to the water. Unfortunately, her 
speed su� ered greatly, and her swimming 
career was over. Julia’s competitive drive led 
her to look for another sport.

� e impetus to start racing was found 
when Julia was driving home one day from 
school. “I was speeding home like a crazy 
person, and I got pulled over. � e cop was 
generous and he ticketed me as going 90 in 
a 60. When I got home I told my parents, 
and being the awesome and unusual 
people they are, they didn’t get mad at 
me or threaten to take away my car. � ey 
told me that if I was going to speed, do it 
somewhere safe. So they sent me and my 
camaro to a performance driving class and 
told me stop speeding on the streets.” 

Julia struggled at � rst but as the weeks went 
by, she advanced leaps and bounds. Within 
a year she started teaching driving classes 

and reached the top level of her school. After 
that, the sky was the limit for her success.

Race Day
Since she began racing, Julia has competed all 
over the country. � e high energy experience 
at the racetrack is something that Julia loves. 
“I’m always amazed at the amount of people 
that show up to these races. My team and 
I race at short tracks in the Carolinas and 
Virginia. We can be in a small town that’s 
relatively isolated and have thousands of 
people show up to watch us race. At some 
of the races it’s standing room only,” 
explains Julia.

� e only thing that rivals the energy from 
the crowd is the feeling of being behind the 
wheel going 100 plus mph. “� e feeling is 
pure adrenaline. I have to be completely on 
point when driving in close formation at 
high speeds. Plus, at any second the guy in 
front of or beside me could make an error, so 
I have to be ready to react. When I’m racing, 
I’m thinking about nothing but driving. On 
a certain level it’s almost instinctual – plan, 
move, and react,”

When away at a race, Julia tries to keep it 
strictly business. She does not drink any 
alcohol the night before races and tries to 
focus on the task at hand. � is philosophy 
has worked out well for Julia. She has won 
many races and series, including the TX State 
Semi-Pro Road Course Champion 2008 and 
the TX Motor Speedway Legends Semi-Pro 
Winter Series Champion 2008. 

All the planning in the world cannot make 
up for the fact that racing is a dangerous 

activity. � e danger of driving is something 
that is always present for every driver. 
“I have been in some bad wrecks. It is just 
something that happens. I had a mentor tell 
me one time that there’s no time for self-
doubt at 150.” I try to follow his advice.” 
Despite the tough crashes and trips to the 
hospital, Julia puts all that in the back of her 
head when the � ag drops.

Standing Up To The Boys
Being a girl in the macho, masculine world 
of racing is a challenging and exciting 
prospect for Julia. But at times, country 
boys take exception to a female racing 
in the male-dominated world of racing. 
“I have had some guys pretty much say, 

‘I don’t like you. I don’t like you passing me. 
I am going to take you out, even if it takes 
me out.’” 

� is attitude has led to many run-ins, 
including one incident of her getting wrecked 
during a caution lap by a fellow driver. “I had 
somebody get beside me and bump into me, 
knocking a fender o� . I had to get o�  the 
track and get the fender � xed. � e next day I 
heard the guy tell my crew chief that I should 
not go back out and that I was done.” 

Julia does not let the antics of a small number 
of other drivers e� ect her however. “I don’t 
let it get to me. In my mind, the only reason 
they try to intimidate me is because they view 

Tony Stewart –“This is a man 
who can get in anything and go 
fast. He can win on dirt, ovals, 
or road course at a professional 
level. I deeply respect his broad 
range of skill.”

Ayrton Senna – “He has a never 
ending drive to become the best. 
He was/is one of the best open 
wheel drivers who have ever 
lived. Along the way: he never 
gave up, never stopped learning, 
and had a positive attitude all 
the way through.”

NASCAR Whelen All-American Series:
Car name: Late Model Stock
Types of Tracks: 3/8 to 1/2 mile paved ovals
Weight: 3000 lbs with driver
Power: 500 hp Chevrolet Motor
Body: Chevrolet body
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SCCA National Competition:
Types of Tracks: road course
Weight: 1220 lbs with driver
Power: 155 hp 4-cylinder Ford Zetec Motor
Chassis: 2002 Van Diemen

Julia’s Formula Continental Car

Julia’s Late Model Stock Car
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me as a threat. If I wasn’t viewed as a threat, 
no one would bother with trying to get into 
my head. I take being considered a threat a 
compliment – it � res me up.”

Julia carries this attitude into the pits and 
tries to show what is possible for women 
everywhere. “In the pits, I feel empowered by 
the fact that I am one of very few women in 
what is considered to be a man’s sport."

NASCAR Watch Out
Being a serious racecar driver does not 
limit Julia’s other activities. When she 
is not racing cars on the weekends, 
she attends class during the week. She 
maintains a high GPA in the extremely 
di�  cult � eld of Mechanical Engineering 
and enjoys the normal college life.
“I try to keep my life as well-balanced as 
possible. Some school,  racing, and play.”

After graduation, Julia has no plans to slow 
down. She is going to pursue NASCAR 
all the way. To do this she must market 
herself to prospective teams and continue 
to perfect her driving skills.“Right now, I’m 
planning on moving to Charlotte, NC to 
seriously pursue a career as a professional 
race car driver. Charlotte is to racing what 

Hollywood is to acting. If I do get hired by 
a team not based in Charlotte, I will most 
likely move to wherever that team is based. 
� e focus will be the same though – racing,” 
explains Julia.

Julia’s primary goal for the future is to be 
a full time Nextel Sprint Cup Driver. To 
do that, she must get picked up by a team and 
get her NASCAR license. It is a daunting 
prospect but Julia is con� dent she will succeed.

How Much Can Drivers Make?
NASCAR Whelen All-American Series: 

around $1,500/race
NASCAR Sprint Cup: 

up to $1,000,000/race

Power: 500 hp Chevrolet Motor
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